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SUBJECT: CYPRUS SC DEBATE: THE SC USUALLY ACTS AS ITS OWN LEGAL 
ADVISER 

1 . AT 16 DECEMBER UNFICYP RENEWAL MEETING, CYPRUS PERM 
REP ROSSIDES, WHO WAS SEATED AT THE SC TABLE, INTERRUPTED 
TURKISH CYPRIOT REP NEIL ATALAY ON A POINT OF ORDER WHEN ATALAY RE- 
FERRED TO HIM AS "MR. ROSSIDES" RATHER THAN AS THE REPRESENTATIVE 
OF CYPRUS". ROSSIDES APPEARS TO HAVE ACTED ON THE BELIEF THAT 
THOSE INVITED TO SPEAK UNDER RULE 39 (PERSONS HAVING EXPERT 
KNOWLEDGE AND SECRETARIAT OFFICERS) ARE IN SOME MANNER BOUND 

TO "RECOGNIZE" THE REPRESENTATIVE CHARACTER OF PERSONS 
SPEAKING ON BEHALF OF UN MEMBER STATES. MAURITIUS FM SIR 
HAROLD WALTER, WHO WAS PRESIDING, SUGGESTED THAT MATTER BE LEFT 
"TO THE WISDOM OF THE LEGAL PUNDITS OF THE UNITED NATIONS AND 
THE SECURITY COUNCIL TO DISENTAGLE". HE THUS UPHELD THE 
TRADITION THAT MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL TRADITIONALLY RELY ON 
THEIR DELEGATIONS FOR LEGAL ADVICE AND THUS, UNLIKE THE 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY, THE COUNCIL ALMOST NEVER ASKS THE UN 
LEGAL COUNSEL FOR AN OPINION ON A LEGAL OR PROCEDURAL 
QUESTION. (THERE HAVE BEEN ONE OR TWO INSTANCES IN WHICH, 
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ACTING ON A CONSENSUS BASIS, THE SC’S RHODESIA SANCTIONS 
COMMITTEE HAS ASKED, AND RECEIVED, A LEGAL OPINION, BUT 
NO CASE IS KNOWN IN WHICH THE COUNCIL OR ITS PRESIDENT 
SOUGHT SUCH AN OPINION IN THE ABSENCE OF CONSENSUS). 

2. ROSSIDES HAS NOW WRITTEN THE SC PRESIDENT 

(WITHOUT REGARD TO THE PRESIDENT’S CAREFULLY CHOSEN WORDS, 
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QUOTED ABOVE) ASSERTING THAT WALTER COMMITTED HIMSELF 
TO ASKING UN LEGAL COUNSEL SUY FOR A LEGAL OPINION. THE 
PRESIDENCY HAS REPLIED TO ROSSIDES SAYING THAT COUNCIL 
MEMBERS WILL WISH TO STUDY THE MATTER RAISED BY ROSSIDES 
NOTE, THUS HOPING TO PUT THE MATTER TO REST. APART FROM 
HIS PERSONAL ACTIVISM, THE STIMULUS FOR ROSSIDES PERSISTENCE 
APPEARS TO BE A COMMENT MADE TO HIM BY UN LEGAL COUNSEL 
ERIC SUY THAT SUY WOULD SUPPORT ROSSIDES IF THE MATTER WERE 
FORMALLY PUT TO HIS OFFICE. GIVEN THE FREE SPEECH/LICENSE 
TRADITIONS OF THE COUNCIL, SUCH ADVICE WOULD BE INEPT. WE 
WOULD WISH TO DISCUSS THE MERITS WITH SUY WERE IT NOT FOR 
THE BELIEF THAT THE MATTER WILL REMAIN WHERE WALTER SO 
WISELY WISHED TO LEAVE IT. 

YOUNG 
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